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How to save on your power bills

Householders can reduce
the size of theirpower
bills by choosing wisely,
writes Zoe Fielding.

y  OWerpusts are souring
an Hulosn argonly

is possible to save a few
hundred doliars each
vear by shopping around for the

‘beatdeal, adopting commonsense
practices and milking offers such as.
tliscountsTar prompt payment of.

il
NSW housuhalders can expect to

payan exira 8340 In eloctricity bills:

GILaverdgs aver the nexi theae
vears after the tribunal'which
ragulates eloctricity spprov 2
af 44-62 per cent ovar that period.
The zverags Queenslund i
spending §350 & quarter will see
‘thyyir bill go wp by almnst$200 ind
2010-11. South Australian

_:E_E, BOsts _ﬁx_nEni with the
mirastructure used to deliver!

pawer;: higher gl and lahor costs

in generation, nrd the: a—.a:mw:

‘which has reducad the output ol
bydraulecus plantsand inorpesed:
theuse of more expensive gas-fired

‘ulgetricity generation,
Government propoesals Lo
introduce additional charges for

carhon emissions are‘ulso expeutad

Lo farce prices higher,

Atan individual leval, how much:

youspend onutilities: s_E %ﬁnm
\un your consumption. IFyou live

alone inasmallunit, bills might be.
managadbla by u;um.u. can goon gel

out ol hand ifyou shure s gix=
bettroom hotise with your partner.
und three or lour leenagors (plos
pets and (Fands),

The most obyious way toraduce
your power bills i L sut
ponsumption, Simple agls lke

turning offthe lights m:ﬂmiwq:En

ofzppliinces when thay're notin
115 CAnSAYe Tonsy,

Elactric storage hot watar
systems are the Blggest users of
electrieltyin most homes, Using
less hotwater by washing laundry

In coldwaler wharst passible, fxing

aaks And ingtalling efficient
shower heads will help:
|EnargyAustralin estimiles

Eleciricity bills
are expected
ta, _E_._w by
seyera
hundred dollars:
ovar the mext
tires yaars.,

5 FAG

that fitting & AAA-rated low-flow
showaer head can'saya up Lo
F1008 your.

Evenif you have a very pergy-
ellicienthome, there's:a limit (o
how mueh .<=.= cin pricically,
rostrict your power conspmpiion.
Reyond that, saying money on
utilities i5 ull abpid goiting adual
that will work bestfor you.

Deregulation of the energy
indlisty [n the past ducade muans
consumgrs can choose which
alentrigityor gas retuiler they use 1o
‘huy their stpply, The agtual
electricity or gas still comas from
tha same spuree Lo your home
regardlpss of which provideryou
chapse. What ehangesis the
campauy that purgheses th the supply
Irom (B ganirator.

It pays to.compare prices offorad
‘hetween retrilars because theyida
offer dilferent discounts and
incentives. Websites such as
choiceswitchicom. au, which is run!
by consiumer grinp Choice, and
privately vperated
syitchwise, com.an gan help
rissidants dompars the rales
hle'in n_m_.. areai

more you use, the greater the
‘potential saying.

“in NSW and Quepnsland;
whre the governmant still
Se1s pricn caps thil
consumars cin e chirgod,
the greatest discount is
arpund 6 pereent, In

snergy. viytailers]
o those hase

alectriciyand gas; there oin
e _ﬁE. _.mﬁ H_E:_.En na:E.u

household’s power ussge;
customers on standard contracis:
would pay Botween §1021 and
S146% ayear depending onthe:
relailor and location. Thi Jowest
annual gharge fr (Gt
consumpHon level was $849.

Choleaswitch operatinns:
manager Janey Pelerson says
poopls in Victoria need to b stire
thay are comparing likewith like
when selicting an energy supplier.

“Youneed (o be car _ Vhén
poopléoffer you s 10 per cont
diseount, youmneod (o be asking
them 10 per cent of what then,
compuring I (o whal youare
currently paying,” shi say5.

The greatest saviigs isinlly
come i fxed-{arm conlracts;
Mostnetailors offer two W things-
yoar contraptsatlower riles (o
Mose oftheirnon-eontracted
supply. Penple who package. their
aani%mbnmﬁ i .one contract
oLy gainevenlower rates,

Somu retadlers miy sweeten the

daal by offering asign-up bonis for
joining them, suchasa onee-off §50

eradit on your hill-
Other plons might offer a loyalty

doesn'tmike any dilferancé to

“They might say, ITyonstay
with'lis for 12 months we'll give you

BRIGHT SPARKS GO
GREEN AT A COST

ZocFielding

ane monih's e slactricity’, which
won't et the benefii
of it until 4fter an entirs yaar so it

vour bills that are-being paid

onsideration E:nammu_:m:us._nn
an mqmnin_a provider Many efierzy
retailers allowthe snvironmentally

zE_‘E..E,E_.w.Egﬂ ts, suhas:
froemovie E:E_m r shopping

o.,@# muuqnq wuzﬁ" S aew canstious ta buypower gensrsted.

customers a frecsubseription toa from rneviablesolTces uehas

1ifestyly o fashlon magazing, wisid, solatand hydro,

imstance. These incbntives won' WhIl privatecompaiies: _=ﬂ

reducn the amountyou pay but it this so-called Graen Pavier,

muy have value all the same if it's: governmentiiuns! ?mmondn_go:,.

something thatis of iitengst foyois Brogram to ansurs consiiies’
Aswith any contract, the calch is money isreally going info

thatif you slgm up with one retaller renawslile erery,

{hen Gnd the service leyels are ot [Thiere are aboul 170 genenitors

up toscratch or the prices that included Em program. They must

Others sre offering bicome more
attractive, It can be difficult to move

again. Youmight also bo charged'

an sisly termination feg, although

{his fs umiikely o be much e Hisan bull ifce 1997,

than $100 or so. This s Intended toencourage the
I NSW there's no griut nm,a pientof renawable energy,

disadvantags tobeing Jocked intoa: But)|talso means lial

confractbecause retailers only ___Ewsﬁmaama:s_.oq_amﬁ_?

frinndly ganerators that atenol
Ireluded|nithe program. Red
m_._.mﬁ_.:«nqsms:nm sourcesits
m wni ity supply mally from e

chang their rates annually but in
Viotarii retailers cin and do ridse
their rates when they feol like it
Must 6 thes Victorian retallors liftad.

iheir rates fn January bug this does Ryt schiemie whidhwas.
notmean thi chargesawill remain aosv_m?x_ infL974 and is not
stutic forthe restolthe yoar, Ingluded avanthough itisa clean
Paterson says. and renEwabile sournce.
It's rareto pay, When you by GreenPower the
for electricity unl alectrivify that comes intayour

- migvingintoa i home. These  hiogiafsthe ssme asifyol liad

churges are tvpioallyset by the
distrihutor—the company rihat
physital polis and
wires inyour aroa—rather
than therstaller) Mostof the
rptaflers will pass e
n.E:E.: 1 COsTE o Lo _._5

hiat add ai eyt %Eﬁ ol

theirown.
Ongeyon'
provider, yownil
cutcosts by muking sunt you

kaep o Wop of bills, Rad Energy,
which nperatss i Viotorid, NSW
and'Sputh >=£HP=P offers a5 poer

bought fram-a coal-fited power

gatigratorbulil's a renewable

: reoimpsany {hat gels paldfor
Fs fact will be a relief for

.Emsamu of Jackgreeny m_m_.ﬂ..

dldctricily compatiy that

differentiated itself on selling

adiitiistration on Dicamber 18,
2009, Despite the company's

woes: (tscustomers’ power supply
continued Uninterripted andiheln
accounts have besh transferred o
otherslectricityretailers:

THes costs of GrasnPawenvany:
batween provicers bt ne mattes
wiilehretailzryoulre with, you will
FRIY ffjara.

I the past, retailers used:
GreanPawerto claw back margins:
[rom cinsumers, so e tosts Were
higher.

Switchyiss.com auchief
axpaytive Staun Johnson says this
15 no fonger an issueand|prices
haye coiie down, Most consumers
can now get 25 par cant
GraanPawer for about the overdll
costof 2 non-GresnPoyer plan! But
{Fyak ot for 100 parcent
m_.mm_._vnimﬁ Itcould still be costly.

e for GreanPawen

Thie Kighestlavyis shout $8a
week on$400 i yeat, Diher retallers
chargs by the ilowstt hour Under
thismode!y if thestandard rate is
20 gy lopatt-hour, you pight
Fave ta pay 25 for 100 per cept
GraanPower.

“If yolara it i atnes of to-
bedroom apartment hd are nat
uslng atectriclty atot youcan
probiably buy 100 percant
mﬁﬁavaﬁq for nettoomuch,
mare," Johinson says, “bukif you e
Inafout-orfive-badroom house:
witha coliple ol kidsand using lots
af ennreyitcould be quitea tey!
Hundred doliars extraa year,™

[Thigr= dre abiout 900,000'
housahnlds in Atstrtlia that have
GreenPowsr, just over 10 pex cent
b2l Housslieids,

Johrsan says It's hard to see the
numbersgrowing uniess the prices
rediice furlfan




