
Power
saving
option
Carl Dickens

GEELONG families could
be saving hundreds of dol-
lars a year on electricity
just by switching pro-
viders, a private power
comparison company said
yesterday.

Electricity and gas
comparison website
Switchwise.com.au yes-
terday released findings of
a survey of homes inPowercor's City of
Greater Geelong distri-
bution zone.

For the average Gee-
long household, the
cheapest electricity plan
was $1415, 16.8 per cent
less than the dearest plan
at $1653, the survey found.

Switchwise.corn.au
founder Shaun Johnson
said houses that bundled
their electricity and gas
with one supplier weresaving up to $ 4 0 0
annually.

Mr Johnson said many
residents were unaware of
the significance of the di-
versity of providers avail-
able to them.

SHOP AROUND
One thing people

should be aware of is
there's a choice of 14
power companies in Vic-
toria," he said.

"Since the start of last
year, we've been the only
state in Australia where
the Government's re-
moved the price caps, so
as a result, all the
companies are setting up
their own base prices."

"Shop around a bit and
make sure that whoever
you're with, you're actu-
ally getting a good deal."

Mr Johnson also said
switching between energy
suppliers was nowhere
near as complex as it
seemed.

"Changing your elec-
tricity or gas supplier
doesn't mean changing
anything physical, you're
not tearing up cables or
changing wires, all you're
actually doing is changing
the company that sends
you your bill."
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